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Marcy Keefer and son Craig Strehlow of Sonoma County’s Keefer winery. Strehlow oversees
winemaking at their Russian River estate, which also sells fruit to top Pinot producers.
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BY MARYANN WOROBIEC

¢'ve tasted more California Pinot Noirs this year than ever
before, including dozens from new producers. Here we've
sifted through the newcomers to profile some of the most
promising. While there is a unique story behind each proj-
ect, one thing is clear about the producers in this group—they have
a lot of previous wine experience. Some are grapegrowers turned
winemakers, others have been successful with other grape varieties
(including some prominent Napa Valley Cabernets). Most of their
wines are made in small quantities, but are worth searching for.

KEEFER

Marcy Keefer and her late husband, Robert Keefer (a former nurse and
doctor, respectively), purchased their Russian River Valley property in
1985, planting 30 acres of Pinot Noir and 20 acres of Chardonnay in
1988. The vineyard supplies grapes to Failla, Kosta Browne and Siduri,
among others, but, explains Marcy, “We ended up with an acre that
wasn't planted to anything, so we decided to plant the Swan clone of
Pinot Noir. We didn’t plan on selling it, and when we got the fruit we de-
cided [to make our own winel.” The 2006 bottling is the initial release.
Son Craig Strehlow is winemaker.

90 RussianRiver Valley 2006 42 143 cases




